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Well summer seems past now & we have that back to school feeling. I enjoy the anticipation of this time of year as all work of the year fits into place, really Autumn is more like a beginning, I cannot grow away from thoughts of new timetables, new shoes and the little bit of excitement of a fresh term. So we're already for the next stage, officially with everything in place and completely finished!

Visitors have been coming to stay with us since April, and the courtyard bedrooms were finished just in time for Appleby new fair, always busy with regular guests who booked hopefully, months before!

We had two inspections in May & June and are at last graded by the English Tourist Board… five diamonds-silver...

The final landscaping took some hard graft and superb team work by Ian Masons gang with Richard doing 52 days of “finishing off” jobs and Carl coming to help with the front garden, I cant believe how posh it all looks with an expanse of lawn, oak edged beds of herbs & roses and an enormous pergola of green oak that will hopefully provide a base for climbing things that can survive the westerly winds that are usually at the end of the house.

We had an Open Night on the 1st August, which certainly warmed up the whole place. As well as being a thank you to all suppliers tradesmen and official supporters, it was an opportunity to show interested people what we are up to ”up at Crake Trees” and over 200 folk enjoyed a real good look around, drinks & canapés and dancing to a Jazz band and disco in the tent. It was the first lovely night of the summer and even warmed up by 2am! The weather has certainly been summery since then and allowed us to get an easy harvest of firstly winter oats and this week we have just finished the spring Barley, which was very slow to ripen.

Mylo had puppies in May and they all went by the end of July, but due to a disaster at one of the new homes we now have on little one back so at the moment 3 jack russells are I too many!

