Spring/ Summer Newsletter from Crake Trees  2007

Steel Structures and Green Oak keep us busy

Last summer we obtained planning permission for an extension to the kitchen at Crake Trees. This had to be regarded as an industrial extension to an existing industrial building (Westmorland Field Barn), so was designed as a Wheel house, or Ginny Gang as they are known around here.

We planned the structure to be of Green Oak pillars with large panes of free standing glass and a slated roof also with sections of glass. All went well until structural drawing estimates came in at vast expense …..So it was time for a rethink.

Our local agricultural steel building design and builders www.wareingbuildings.co.uk had just finished us a wonderful workshop for Mike’s Green Oak business. So quite swiftly, with little harassment and some very technical computer drawings, the whole Ginny gang sprang to life as a very dramatic galvanised steel construction, which would use green oak as part of the build and enable the glass to ‘float ‘ without visible framework.

All through the winter the shiny ‘Mecano kit’ languished by the side of the road as we twisted and turned through a Cumbria Tourism’s grant application especially for the promotion and extension of successful business’s. In the end, after 3 months of intense negotiation we had to withdraw, leaving us about 4 months behind with building plans, and well into the start of a new visitor season.

Even so we did make a start at the beginning of May. All the front of the house came out as Ian Mason & his band of merry men did a neat job with stone saws, jack hammers and massive crow bars to leave us feeling the full blast of a freezing north easterly wind straight from the famous helm wind off the Pennines.

The big hole soon had a temporary hardboard screen to leave Agnes & me squeezing through a very narrow passage to the dining room and working in semi darkness in the kitchen. Never mind, it’s only for 3 weeks, or so I thought!!

Mike with Peter and Pavvo really enjoyed the ‘Meccano’ challenge as the free standing steelwork was lifted and bolted together in position, leaving poor Crake Trees looking a little like an derelict farmstead as you approach up the lane.

All sorts of worries suddenly appeared and we questioned the look, the design and the proportions of the bare bones of our ‘car showroom’ as all the family called it.

Never mind….its started now so there is no retreat!

Steve and Clive now had to get their heads around the roof construction; we all had to have faith in their ability, as the whole roof design was to very difficult and precise calculations.

The Potter family then tackled the slating and leading………………….

………….To Be Continued
