Summer 2006 Newsletter

Help from Eastern Europe

The end of summer last year saw my local cleaner /B & B helper go on walkabout

For 2 months. On her return to this side of the world she never came back to work and so I struggled through winter with a mixture of family help and a succession of cleaners, who stayed on average …3 wks!!
2006 seemed like we were going to be kept busy and things were getting to crisis point by Easter. I had pondered upon trying to source help from Poland, but the problem of accommodation on the farm or in the village was our stumbling block. Cumbria has a poor supply of low cost village housing, and not many large estates still keep houses for rent. Housing is not so difficult in Carlisle, but that is 30 miles away, even Penrith is 15 miles.
But I managed to rent a small estate cottage that was awaiting some upgrading and we worked flat-out  to make it welcoming for the young couple that I had made contact with, from south east Poland.
Agnes and Pieter arrived in April from a very traditional rural background … to our equally rural surroundings, but seeming to be many years forward in time.

Agnes set off and tacked her work with enthusiasm and energy , biking up and down from the village , with Pieter walking up the fields , he has never really taken to biking, Agnes with her tremendous long legs straddled the men’s mountain bike  no bother, and uses her feet as brakes.
During July both her, and myself went head over handlebars down our lane, so we both spend the next month nursing horrendous grazed knees and elbows,….less haste = more speed .
Anyway. .our lives have changed with their arrival, and soon I got used to Agnes, she took to my pernickety ways, despite the ongoing language problem, and her inability to throw anything away. After many ‘training days’, ‘check lists’, and ‘practise sessions’ we made rapid progress.
Agnes is a skilled florist and adapt at cooking, even though good English puddings defeat her, except of course pancakes, these can be produced with perfection in a quarter the time it takes me.
Various other close relatives have visited as they find wiz air much easier to use than the 2 day bus journey from Warsaw. Each return brings us treats and specialities from their small village, and we send back unknown treasures for the family, like marmalade and tea bags.

They returned during summer for a family wedding, Agnes told me that her new Kodak digital camera received more attention than the arrival of the bride in church!
Pieter works on the farm with Mike and has proved a wiz in the wood business but sheep still defeat his logic, particularly the fact that dead ones need to be picked up and disposed of.
So I think our lives are richer, the experiment has worked, nothing is perfect, and we certainly have needed great patience to get through the barriers that exist between our cultures.
With the charity Farm Africa I buy and support 1 Goat each year……but this year I have noticed that Agnes’s family now have 20 cows, they had only 15 last Easter!
