
This area has a long history of settlement, right back to 
prehistoric times. Crosby means ‘settlement by the cross’. 
Maybe the Vikings added the nickname of an important 
person called Hravnsvart (Raven Black). 

In the medieval era, feudal tenants farmed the 
land for the Lords of the Manor at Crosby Hall,
as well as regularly providing muster for 
the Border force against Scottish raiders. 

Crosby Ravensworth

Religion
In the seventh century AD, people gathered 
to worship around the stone cross, now in 
the churchyard. Only the shaft remains, 
the cross was broken off in Cromwell’s time.  

This board was provided for the village by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority. 
Members of the local community took an active part in its preparation. Map by Betsy Bell.

The first church may have been built by the Anglo-Saxons. 
The present church has late Norman features with a fine early 
English doorway and nave arcade, but it was radically altered 
in Victorian times.

The Methodist Chapel, built in 1875, holds regular services.

Community Life
The centuries old droving route 
through the village used early 
hostelries. From the 1850’s 
there were two pubs in the 
village. The Sun Inn closed in 
1998 (now a private home). 
The Butchers Arms closed in 
2010, however, after a massive 
effort by the locals, it became a 
Community Pub in 2011. 

Education
In 1600 Crosby Grammar School was 
sited at Monksbridge. An inscription 
over the door reads “THIS SCHOOL 
was rebuilt by a private Benefactor 
in the year of our LORD 1874.”  

In 1963 a new school was built in 
Crosby Ravensworth amalgamating other 

local schools. Three sacred texts from the 
old Crosby school are sited in the wall by the 

new school gates. 

Farming
Traces of early field systems remain with small 

fields called crofts, behind each house on the west 
side of the village.

Today working farms for sheep, beef and milk lie all 
around the village.

In 2002 the artist 
Andy Goldsworthy 
erected a Pinfold 
sculpture (one of 
six in Cumbria) on 

the main street. 
The egg or seed-
shaped cairn 

symbolises the 
protective role of 

the farmer in 
relation to our 

landscape 
heritage.

Stoneworks
For over 150 years the stoneworks 
produced dressed stone sourced from 
local quarries, finally closing in 2004. 
The Millennium stone, sited outside 
the church, is a cross section of an 
ancient sandstone pillar donated by the 
stoneworks’ owners. 

The stoneworks site was developed 
by the Community to provide 

homes for local people. 

Red Squirrel

The Village Hall, built in 1928 as a WW1 memorial, 
            is an active community centre.
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